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HERPES INFECTION

What you should tell your oncology team member:
•	When you first noticed the skin changes or sores, what they look like, and if they are painful.
•	If you have flu-like symptoms (eg, fever, chills, stomach upset/throwing up, aches and pains, 

feeling unwell).
•	If you have had any skin problems or herpes infection in the past. 
•	If you have noticed any changes in your vision/eyes (no matter how small), such as eye pain, 

sensitivity to light, discharge from the eyes, or blurry vision.
•	If you have weakness in your arms or legs.
•	If you feel very sleepy.
•	If you feel foggy or confused.

Red flags – Call your oncologist’s office immediately – if they 
are not available, go directly to the Emergency Room.

•	If you have any eye symptoms.
•	You have sores over a large area.
•	You have fever, headache, confusion, and are sensitive to light or sound.

Managing Your Side Effects 
•	Follow your oncology team member’s instructions for changing the bandage over your 

injection site. In general, you should keep it covered for 1 week. 
•	Wear gloves when changing your bandage.
•	Do not touch or scratch the injection site or the bandage or allow anyone else to touch it 

without gloves.

What are the symptoms?
•	Canker sores in the mouth, cold sores on the lips, blisters, or any tingling skin lesions in the 

mouth, on the lips, on the genitals, or on the fingers or ears
•	A red, swollen area that is expanding, with or without a fever
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Report immediately to your oncologist’s office


